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Are one of the most 
colourful and diverse 
species of fish found 
on the Great Barrier  
Reef (GBR).  
Angelfish get their  
name from the  

enlarged, rounded dorsal and anal fins, which give  
them the appearance of angel wings.  
  
World wide there are 88 species  represented in 8  
genera (groups). Australia is home to the worlds  
largest diversity of angelfish; 24 different species.  
They range from the tropics to the subtropics,  
generally found in shallow coral reefs to a depth of around 30m. Incredibly certain species are found 
deeper than 100m.  

Angelfish are identified by their oval 
shape and a distinctive spine on their gill 
cover, opercle (cheek). Angelfish can 
range in size from less than 10cm—50cm 
in the GBR area. One of the most com-
monly seen and beautiful angelfish, apart 
from the Bi-color and  Regal Angel, is the 
Six-banded Angel (seen below). Six-
banded Angels are relatively large, grow-
ing to 46cm (nearly half a metre). In the 
case of the Six-banded Angel they are 
often seen in pairs. 
  
Angelfish are rather long lived, living from 
10 to 80 years old as in the case of the 

Blue-faced Angel. In fact the Blue-faced Angel has the  
longest known life span of any fish species on the  
GBR.  
 
Angelfish are found in coral crevices, overhangs and  
boulders. They are generally territorial so if you dive  
an area regularly you should be able to get to know  
the individual fish, particularly the larger ones. Larger  
Angelfish are usually seen in pairs, and the small ones  
are seen in lose groups. During spawning, which takes 
place all year round in the tropics, the small species  
form harems, where the larger species remain in  
mating pairs. Juvenile Angelfish, in many cases, have  
very different colour patterns to  
the adults. Interestingly,  
Angelfish can also change sex 
from female to male, as many 
Other fish species. The time it 
takes to change sex varies 
from 12-20days.  
  
A great place to find Angelfish 
is at cleaning stations. This is  
often the best time to observe 
and photograph them.  
Remember they are shy so 
move slowly to ensure a intimate encounter. 
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